This book by Professor John Pemberton, which has been out of print for several years, has recently been reprinted by the Royal College of General Practitioners. Moreover The book is thicker (371 compared with 224 pages) and more expensive (£9.50 as against £4.75), but there are benefits. The size of print is enlarged and the layout is much improved. The opportunity has been taken to put the picture demonstrating galactorrhoea the right way up -this is mentioned merely to point out the generally high quality of the clinical illustrations. Specialists in endocrinology will not find this book sufficiently detailed to answer their clinical questions. However, it is not written for specialists or even for specialists in training but for clinical and pre-clinical medical students. To that end it must be judged successful. There may be some debate as to who should write such a book on a clinical topic for clinical students and I am sure that the teaching experience in a physiology department will lead to a useful ability to simplify complicated and necessarily incomplete concepts of endocrine disorders, and to encourage the interested student to progress deeper into the medical literature. Some students will prefer to buy a large textbook at the beginning of their career and work their way through it, and such large textbooks now exist summarising present concepts of British medicine. Other students prefer to progress with a series of small books on separate topics and those students will find this an excellent guide throughout their clinical career to the science and practice of endocrinology. However, if the second edition of this book to be taken as an exercise in the progression of the art of
